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General Editor’s introduction
Dr Paul Kenny FLINDERS UNIVERSITY
As winter sets in, tax reform continues to take centre
stage with the proposed abolition of the mining tax and
carbon tax, of which a number of commentators are
expressing their angst about the implementation pro-
cesses. The concerns extend well beyond fiscal adequacy
and enabling a high standard of government goods and
services. Should a few people in Senate make decisions
on the design of nationally significant tax laws? Should
vested interests be able to influence policy? Other issues
include the ability of Commonwealth and states to work
together on tax design.
In his article, Rob McLeod, CEO of Ernst and Young,
notes that Australia’s tax system is not delivering and is
in dire need of overhaul. McLeod observes:
There are four compelling realities demanding that Austra-
lia change its current tax system:
• forecast long-term budget deficits;
• declining international competitiveness;
• growing systematic impracticalities; and
• a decreasing ability to effectively respond to and
implement change.
Given the chequered history surrounding Australian
tax reform, McLeod sensibly advises that the govern-
ment establish an Australian Tax Reform Commission in
recognition of both the acute and long-term need for
effective tax reform.
Michael Blissenden and I wrote the next article,
which analyses the $6 million net asset value test for
small business CGT concessions under Div 152 of the
Income Tax Assessment Act 1997 (Cth) and examines
recent developments. Given the vigilance of the Austra-
lian Taxation Office, small business operators and their
advisers need to be careful in planning for and applying
the $6 million test, which is one of a number of complex
Div 152 requirements.
John Fickling’s article discusses Australian pensions,
other income support and home ownership. He suggests
an “Income Support Capital Levy” of 1% on the sale of
every residential property sold by an individual, rebat-
able in full for those individuals who have not received
any Department of Social Services income support
during the ownership period and rebatable where the
levy exceeded the income support.
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Welcome to the ATLB Panel
The Editorial Panel of the Australian Tax Law Bul-
letin welcomes two new members.
Michael Blissenden
Michael Blissenden is Associate Professor at the
School of Law at the University of Western Sydney
(UWS). He has taught widely within the university
sector for the past 14 years, mainly in taxation law,
within the LLB degree program and the BBus degree
program. He is regularly invited to give guest lectures at
the University of Sydney, the University of NSW and
Central Queensland University in the complex and
ever-changing area of taxation law. His innovative
approach has been recognised both nationally and inter-
nationally, with an extensive peer reviewed publication
record in leading teaching journals, invitations to con-
tribute to special issues on legal education and presen-
tations at academic staff seminars, both in Australia and
overseas.
He holds the following positions: Member of TEQSA
Panel of Experts; Chair of the UWS School of Law
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Learning and Teaching Committee; and Co-Director of
UWS Centre for Legal Education.
Michael has also won the 2010 ALTC Teaching
Excellence Award and the 2010 UWS VC Teaching
Excellence Award.
Sylvia Villios
Sylvia Villios is a lecturer at the Adelaide Law
School, University of Adelaide. Sylvia teaches taxation
law and estate and wealth planning law. Her background
in taxation and commercial law extends beyond academia
and includes experience in legal practice. Prior to her
appointment as a lecturer, Sylvia was engaged in legal
practice for 6 years at two of Adelaide’s leading law
firms, specialising in advising clients on taxation, trust
law, superannuation and general corporate and commer-
cial matters.
She is currently undertaking her PhD titled “A
framework for corporate insolvency taxation: the cross-
roads of the theoretical perspectives in taxation law and
insolvency law” under the supervision of Associate
Professor Christopher Francis Symes at the University
of Adelaide and Associate Professor Paul Kenny at
Flinders University.
Her research interests include tax law, tax policy,
corporate taxation, international tax issues and environ-
ment issues and regulations.
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